Family with Graves disease, multinodular goiter, nonmedullary thyroid carcinoma, and alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma.
Benign thyroid disease is a risk factor for nonmedullary thyroid carcinoma [Houlston and Stratton: Q J Med 88:685-693, 1995]. We report on a family with 7 members with benign and/or malignant thyroid neoplasia; one affected female died of a paravertebral alveolar rhabdomyosarcoma at age 20. The occurrence of thyroid nodular hyperplasia, nonmedullary thyroid cancer, and rhabdomyosarcoma in the same family may be due to chance, common environmental factors, or, most likely, genetic predisposition.